Troop 261 News 

SOME REQUIREMENTS HAVE CHANGED! 

SCROLL DOWN FOR MORE INFORMATION ON NEW REQUIREMENTS
There have been changes to Merit Badges, and also Rank advancement. 

Scroll down this page and see some changes. 

Please look at this link and check your son’s next rank. 

Here is a complete list of the requirement changes updated January 1, 2010. 

http://www.usscouts.org/advance/changes/advchanges10.asp#active 
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Five new badges in 2010 for Boy Scouts! 

Scuba Diving, Geocaching, Inventing, Scouting Heritage, and Robotics. 
Four retired badges are back for this year only! 

Signaling, Tracking, Pathfinding, and Carpentry.  
SCROLL DOWN FOR MORE INFORMATION ON NEW MERIT BADGES 
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A tip o’ th’ hat to our sister troops in other states. 

Troop 261 Northfield, Ohio 

Troop 261 Nashua, New Hampshire 

Troop 261 Parkville, Missouri

Troop 261 Columbus, Ohio 

Troop 261 Lakeville, Minnesota 

Troop 261 Farmingdale, New York 
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GET MORE MERIT BADGES!! 

On the website (troop261.com) 

click on “Advancement” 

Under Merit Badges click on “Click Here for our list” 

Scroll down to the list 

Here you will find worksheets and requirements for each merit badge 
OR click the button to go to meritbadge.org for the newest updates. 
Note: According to the National Scout “two-deep leadership” rules, you must be with a buddy or a leader to meet with a merit badge counselor. There must be at least three people present. 

Clark’s counselor list for Merit Badges 

Astronomy 

Backpacking 

Camping 

Citizenship in the Community 

Citizenship in the Nation 

Computers 

Genealogy 

Hiking 

Nuclear Science 

Orienteering 

Space Exploration 

Swimming 

White Water 

Wilderness Survival 

If you want to get one or more of these badges that I am listed for, get a signed blue card from the Scoutmaster, and a buddy to do it with you (or a parent), and see Clark. 
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 PLEASE NOTE:    2010 Rank Requirement Changes 

The centennial edition of the Boy Scout Handbook will soon be available, and with the new handbook come several rank requirement changes that will be in effect as of January 1, 2010.

Tenderfoot 

A Scout must teach another person how to tie a square knot using the EDGE model (explain, demonstrate, guide, and enable). He must also be able to discuss four specific examples of how he lived the points of the Scout Law in his daily life.

Second Class

A Scout must discuss the principles of Leave No Trace and explain the factors to consider when choosing a patrol site and where to pitch a tent. 

He must explain what respect is due the flag of the United States. 

He must again discuss four examples of how he lived four different points of the Scout Law in his daily life. 

He must earn an amount of money agreed upon by the Scout and his parents and save at least 50 percent of it. 

First Class 

An additional requirement to the 10 separate troop/patrol activities states he must demonstrate the principles of Leave No Trace on these outings. 

He must discuss four more examples of how he lived the remaining four points of the Scout Law in his daily life.

Life 

A Scout must use the EDGE model to teach a younger Scout a specified skill.

Star, Life, and Eagle

Troop Webmaster, and Leave No Trace trainer, are two new leadership positions. 

Five new badges for Boy Scouts! 

Scuba Diving is the first new Boy Scout merit badge in three years; it will become available in December. 

This link is a list of requirements for the new Scuba diving badge. 

http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/220-005WB.PDF 
Four other new merit badges will appear over the course of the coming year: 

Geocaching (First quarter 2010) 

Inventing (Second quarter 2010) 

Scouting Heritage (Third quarter 2010) 

Robotics (Fourth quarter 2010) 

These badges are being introduced because they received positive feedback in a youth interest survey.

If five new merit badges seems like a lot, it is. By comparison, the BSA introduced just six new merit badges between 1992 (Collections) and 2006 (Composite Materials).

Four retired badges are back for this year only! 

In honor of the BSA’s 100th Anniversary, today’s generation of Scouts will get the unique opportunity to experience some of the activities their predecessors enjoyed. That’s possible thanks to the BSA’s new Historical Merit Badge Program, a set of four discontinued merit badges that today’s Scouts can earn. 

Boys can earn any or all of these merit badges:

Signaling 

First offered in 1910 and discontinued in 1992. 

Tracking 

First offered in 1911 (as Stalker merit badge) and discontinued in 1952. 

Pathfinding 

First offered in 1911 and discontinued in 1952. 

Carpentry 

First offered in 1911 and discontinued in 1952. 

Boys must start and finish all requirements within the year 2010. So if your guys built furniture for their patrol kitchen at last year’s summer camp, they can’t use that product for the Carpentry merit badge. And don’t delay—after Dec. 31, 2010, these merit badges will go back on the “retired” list. 

11/16/2009

Scuba diving merit badge released

Looking for the perfect stocking stuffer for your water-loving Boy Scout? Here's one: the Scuba Diving merit badge pamphlet, hot off the presses.

The merit badge, the first new one in three years, will officially be released on Dec. 1 when it will be available in Scout Shops and online at scoutstuff.org. It's the result of a newly announced partnership between the BSA and PADI, the Professional Association of Diving Instructors. Officials at the BSA determined that 84 percent of Scouts were interested in the merit badge, and so it was fast-tracked for adoption.

It's one of five merit badges being released in the next 12 months. The other four are Inventing (first quarter 2010), Geocaching (second quarter 2010), Scouting Heritage (second quarter 2010), and Robotics (fourth quarter 2010).

But Scuba will arrive first, and so the BSA has established some key facts that Scouters should know about the merit badge:

Completing the Scuba Diving merit badge will result in the boy achieving an open-water certification, enabling him to dive around the world with the appropriate supervision, based on his age. 

There are two important roles for this merit badge: the merit badge counselor and a certified dive instructor. Sometimes this may be the same person, but more likely, the counselor will be an existing BSA adult member. 

The instructor will be one certified by one of a number of instructional agencies, but he or she does not have to be a BSA member. 

Earning the Scuba Diving merit badge is open to all Boy Scout-age youth. There are, however, limitations based on age with respect to how deep and with whom a boy can dive. These limitations vary by certifying organization. 

Completion of the Swimming merit badge is a requirement of the merit badge and must be completed prior to entering into scuba training portion of the requirements. 

Boys with a current open water certification will not have to recertify in order to earn the merit badge. They will, however, have to have completed the Swimming merit badge, present their certification to the merit badge counselor and complete all the other requirements. 

There are three important pieces of information which must be fully reviewed by the merit badge counselor prior to approving any Scout for the merit badge: the merit badge requirements, the notes to counselor and the scuba policy of the Guide to Safe Scouting. 

Scuba diving merit badge 
Requirements:

1. Do the following:

a. Show that you know first aid for injuries or illnesses that could occur while scuba diving, including hypothermia, hyperventilation, squeezes, decompression illness, nitrogen narcosis, motion sickness, fatigue, overexertion, heat reactions, dehydration, injuries by aquatic life, and cuts and scrapes. 

b. Identify the conditions that must exist before performing CPR on a person, and explain how to recognize such conditions. Demonstrate the proper technique for performing CPR using a training device approved by your counselor. 

2. Before completing requirements 3 through 6, earn the Swimming merit badge. 

3. Discuss the Scuba Diver’s Code with your merit badge counselor, and explain the importance of each guideline to a scuba diver’s safety. 

4. Earn an Open Water Diver Certification from a scuba organization recognized by the Boy Scouts of America scuba policy. 

5. Explain what an ecosystem is, and describe four aquatic ecosystems a diver might experience. 

6.  Find out about three career opportunities in the scuba industry. Pick one and find out the education, training, and experience required for this profession. Discuss this with your counselor, and explain why this profession might interest you.

Four retired badges are back for this year only! 
 
In honor of the BSA’s 100th Anniversary, today’s generation of Scouts will get the unique opportunity to experience some of the activities their predecessors enjoyed. That’s possible thanks to the BSA’s new Historical Merit Badge Program, a set of four discontinued merit badges that today’s Scouts can earn. 

Boys can earn any or all of these merit badges:

Signaling 

First offered in 1910 and discontinued in 1992. 

Sample requirements: build a simple buzzer or blinker capable of sending Morse code messages, and send a message of at least 35 words; send and receive messages using semaphore flags at a rate of at least 30 letters per minute. 

Tracking 

First offered in 1911 (as Stalker merit badge) and discontinued in 1952. 

Sample requirements: recognize the tracks of 10 different animals; give evidence to show you have tracked at least two different kinds of birds or animals, documenting their speed and direction. 

Pathfinding 

First offered in 1911 and discontinued in 1952. 

Sample requirements: be able to guide people to important places within a three-mile radius of your home; submit a scale map of your community. 

Carpentry 

Sample requirements: demonstrate the use of tools, such as a miter and bevel; build a simple piece of furniture for use at home. 

Sounds like a blast, right? But there’s one catch: Boys must start and finish all requirements within the year 2010. So if your guys built furniture for their patrol kitchen at last year’s summer camp, they can’t use that product for the Carpentry merit badge. And don’t delay—after Dec. 31, 2010, these merit badges will go back on the “retired” list. 

